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Our Journey Today

Objectives — How my objectives changed
The British — Limited Transatlantic Efforts
The French — Strategy Towards the British
The Germans — Route Development

— Contract Negotiations

— The Mails In Action

— The Dream Ends



The Bathurst Connection

Expected Objectives Revised Objectives

* Convince you that Gambia was  Demonstrate just how difficult it
important to the Development of was to achieve agreements with
DLH’s Routes to South America Gambia and establish those

Bathurst facilities

The Very High Time Value of Information
(“Information” means The Mails)
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TRUNK ROUTES —

odville__Logrdingu~ "\
1AL~ Imperial Airways - British Y. -\. Lumb AMM\P\'ﬂe
AP - Aerepostale  : French \-}.- Dodon
AO - AirOrient — French \

K.LM - Amsterdam Batavia- Dufch

Zan::lbar
{ beya t.hrﬂ'sal”m

SHORT ROUTES=—
AU, — AirUnion ~ French
S ANA— ~ Italian
S.ABENA~ Belgian National Company
A. — Air Survey Coy. - British |
W, Wilson Air Lines- British
AR. — Arrow Air Line - Brifish
U. ~ Union Airways -South African |
SW. — South West Africa
Airways — South African
AK - AeroClub de
Katang - Belsian CopeTe ~fort Elizabeth
PROPOSED ROUTES ——=———

AIR SERVICES IN AFRICA —/932.




* The French had Dakar in Senegal

* Las Palmas (in the Canary Islands)
through Dakar to Natal Brazil
— 56 Miles Shorter

* Their Bathurst Strategy — Limit
Dakar/Bathurst to ship mail
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DLH Route Development
Why Bother?

* Faster Service — the time value of information (mail)
e Reliable Service — avoid weather & disasters

* Cheaper Service — not so important but nice



German Route Development

e Zeppelins in South America starting 1929

* DLH Operating Mixed Mode Service via land, sea &
alr starting 1930 (Failed Service)

» Berlin /Stuttgart — by train
» Stuttgart /Marseilles /Barcelona /Cadiz — by land plane

» Cadiz /Las Palmas — &




German Route Development

DLH Proposed Revised Mixed Mode Service via seaplane & catapult in
1931

* Berlin / Stuttgart / Marseilles / Barcelona / Cadiz — by airplane

e Cadiz /Las Palmas / Villa Cisneros (Rio de Oro) / — by

seaplane

/ Fernando de Noronha — Natal — by catapult ship and

seaplane






German Route Development

* This would save 3 days over the Zeppelin route
* And Replace DLH’s failed route
* Distance is 3124 kilometers or 1941 miles (Bathurst to Natal)

* The Catapult Ship Westfalen stationed mid-ocean



Westfalen
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DLH Contract Negotiations

* May 9t" 1933 — DLH sends its first representative to

Bathurst

* May 19th — Acting Governor issues permits for test

flights with 2 Dornier Wals



German Route Development

*June 2/6/24 — 3 Successful test flights
* All three flights carried mail
* ... unauthorized mail

* Crew were reprimanded
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DLH Contract Negotiations

* August 11" — DLH Requests Facilities

»Housing accommodations for six persons

»Seaplane facilities at Half Die (hanger for two planes, slipway, crane and

service cutter)

» Wireless station for communication with seaplanes (located aboard the cutter)
* Sept-Oct — Looking for facilities

Sept 29" — Land based wireless station requested



DLH Contract Negotiations

* August 11" — DLH Requests Facilities

»Housing accommodations for six persons

»Seaplane facilities at Half Die (hanger for two planes, slipway, crane and

service cutter)

» Wireless station for communication with seaplanes (located aboard the cutter)
* Sept-Oct — Looking for facilities

Sept 29" — Land based wireless station requested



DLH Contract Negotiations

* October 6" — DLH cables a request for landing rights

for more test flights
» An additional Dornier-Wal
» A Junkers Ju 52
»The Westfalen

» 21 Pilots, crew & ground support staff



DLH Contract Negotiations

* October 6" — DLH cables a request for landing rights

for more test flights
» An additional Dornier-Wal
» A Junkers Ju 52
»The Westfalen

» 21 Pilots, crew & ground support staff



DLH Contract Negotiations

* October 6" — DLH also commits to the following

schedule beginning “early” 1934

Day 1 — Stuttgart to Cadiz via Junkers Ju 52 Land or Heinkel He 70

Day 2 — Cadiz — Las Palmas — Bathurst via Junkers Ju 42 See and Dornier-Wal
Day 3 — Bathurst to Westfalen via Dornier-Wal

Day 4 — Westfalen to Natal via Dornier-Wal

Day 5 — Natal to Rio de Janeiro & Buenos Aires by transfer to the

Condor Syndicate service



DLH Contract Negotiations

* “Early” Dec 1933 — Bathurst issues “Special and

Temporary Authority” for Jan-March 1934 landings

*Dec 11*" — DLH appoints United African Company

as resident agent



DLH Contract Negotiations

* “Early” Dec 1933 — Bathurst issues “Special and

Temporary Authority” for Jan-March 1934 landings

*Dec 11*" — DLH appoints United African Company
as resident agent (Today, $62 Billion Unilever PLC)

e Dec 28th — Aerodrome & Wireless Stations

approved



= Stuttgart — Feb 3™

= Bathurst — Feb 5%

= Natal—Feb 7t

= (Carried 46 Kg of Mail
(10-11,000 letters)

Stuttgart to
Porto Alegre
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1934 First Official Flights
Trans-Gambian Mails Only - Northbound




1934 First Official Flights
Trans-Gambian Mails Only - Northbound




FLUGDIENST DEUTSCHE LUFTHANSA —
SYNDICATO-CONDOR

FLUGPLAN

Mittwoch Berlin an Montag
23.35 Uhe

Dennerstag Frankurt (M.) Mentag
5 Uhr

Donnersiag Marsaille Mantag
Donnerstag Barcelona —_
Donnarstag Sovilla
Freitag Las Palmas®)
Fraitag Bathurst*) Sannabend
Sonnabend an Natal

Rio de Janeira

Mantevid

Buenos Aires

SantiagosChile

*) Ab 17, & nur 1iiglg

FLUGDIENST AIR FRANCE

FLUGPLAN

Sennabend Berin Donnerstag
Sonnabend Frankhurt (M.) Donnerstag
Sonnteg Paris Mittwedh
Sonnteg Toulouse Mitiwoch
Sonnlag Barcelona Mittwoch
Mantag Dakar Dienstag
Maeonlag Matal Montag
Disnstag Rio de Janeire Sanntag
Mittwedh Menlevidea Sonnlag
Mittwodh Buenes Aires Sonntag
Dennersiag Santiage # Chils Sannabend

X M D_.E R UMNOEMN VORDIEHALTEHNW

POSTSCHLUSSE
in und aulierhalb Deutichlands richten sich nach dem Aulgabe-
arl, Fragen Sie daher Ihe Pul!-m! nach dem Pastschlufy in
Ihrem Aufliek Lette hi bai den Sammel-
stellen far die Lullpcll des Sﬂdmlﬂin—Dnm&un

DEUTSCHER LUFTPOSTDIENST:

Berlini Postamt C 2, Kanigsirae 61, jeden Mittwoch 21 Uhr.
Frankfurt (M.): Postami 2, Flughalen, jeden Donnerstag 2.45 Uhe.
Lette Aulliclorungsmaglichkait in:

FRANZUSISCHER LUFTPOSTDIENST:
Berlin: Postamt C 2, jeden Sonnabend 13.40 Uhr.
Frankiurt (M.): Bah 19, jedan Sennabend 13 Uhr.
Labte Aullislerungsmaglichkait int

POSTGEBUHREN AB DEUTSCHLAND:

Gewdhnliche Auslands-Freigebiihr:

Briofe bis 20 Gramm . v eiielire el R

(jede waiteran 20 Gramm 15 Rp{]

Postkarben. . . . . . . . . . « « » 15Rgpl

Drudsachen . . . . . . . . je SO Gramm 5 Rpl.

Woaeenproben . . . . . . . jo 50 Gramm 5 Rpl
- Mindestisty 10 Rpl.

Geschafspopiere . . . . . . . je 50 Gramm 5 Rpl.

Mindestsaly 25 Rpl.
Packchen nur nach Britisch-Gambia, Brasilien und Argentinion.
Hachstgawicht 1 kg. Auskunlt bei allen Postamtalien!

I.uﬂportusdﬂlge {muhyer dur gowshalichan Aurlands-Fraigebol):
Mach den Kanarischen Inseln Brigtsendung jdn Ar —
jo 5 Gramm . . . 15 Rpl.
Mach Bathurst {Srmﬂ!&nﬁu} fae Brisfe — 11 5 Gm -
und Postkarten . . 30 Rpl.
lir andare Bmlnndungln je 25 Gnnmm .« . 40 Rpl
Mach Bruﬂun far Br[e M Gramm — andere deumlungm
jo 25 Gramm und A 1.25R
Pakete (nur bei Lullulh“niun) je EDD Gmmm &—RM.
nach Apg-nlmm«, Belivien, Chi |n, Ecuador, P-ragnql, Peru,
Urug 1,50 RM.
Pahll (mn iﬂi Luﬁi&\lﬂr«un] e SDCI Gﬂ!mm 7—RM.




DEUTSCHEN ZEPPELIN-REEDEREI 1936
SUDAMERIKA—EUROPA
ABFAHRZEITEN AB RIO DE JANEIRO:

DE UTSCH E _LU FTHANSA LUFTSCHIFFAHRTEN DER

Aul diesen Fahion warden Druckiachen, Pakefs
und Briwfpost befdrder.
*} Kaine Briskpost
KMNDERUNGEMN YORBEHALTEMN
AUSKUMNFTE ERTEILEN:
Samtliche Postanstalten sowie alle
Di llen der Deutschen Lufth.

der Air France und der Dautschen

L Udamer‘ra

SPEZIAL-LUFTPOSTPAPIER

Unséhlag v 2 Belalbogen = 5 Gramm erwaﬂd- Sdme"e

LUFTSCHIFFAHRTEN DER R 5 im Papiorhandel echillich Pogt

DEUTSCHEN ZEPPELIN-REEDEREI 1936

EUROPA—SUDAMERIKA : : _
ABFAHRZEITEN ASFRAN_KFUR‘FM_\;]? 5 _' i tod |} | . o ANISTOL

T

(TLETTT

worden nur Drechaachen und Rt L el eu

l Fahrten L
Paketa bafsedert [k oin o Brialpost), = = ok Ang ehk
‘mﬁ H e
o

e 3

NOVEMBER . 4./5, 1112, 18119, 2526
DEZEMBER 3

Aul diwsen Fahiden werdon Druckiachen, Pakels
uud&l-ﬂuuhfzdnd.

¥} Kelos Briefpaes
EHDERUNGEMN VORDEHALTEN

DEUTSCHE LUFTHAMNSA « BERLIN SWéB - LINDENSTRASSE 35
Warbung 700V, 34 70005,  Gudrudkt bn Dustichlund.  Pristed in Gurmasy.  Imprimi an Alemagne.
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BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION
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Further Contract Negotiations
1934

*May 4t" 1934 — DLH applies for a landplane

aerodrome

* Requested use of the Gambian military aerodrome

denied

*Nov 9th — DLH secures 59 acres of private land in

Jeshwang

*Dec 15t — Gambia issues license



Further Contract Negotiations
1935

* Concerns about Yellow Fever - international Sanitary

Convention for Aerial Navigation

*DLH requested an extension of the Jeshwang

landing field
* DLH requested a waiver of import taxes

* Hundreds of pages of correspondence



47 DLH flights in 1934

79 DLH flights In 1935

(excluding Zeppelin transfers)

Mail averaged 100kg to 250kg per trip

Nothing Is perfect...
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Connections Throughout South America
Asuncion, Paraguay (RR) / Buenos Aires / Frankfort

v
4% SERVICI

2 (e




AFTER 5 DAYS RETURN TO

LEO JERMANN

VA Mimnm

i iy

Sovry Americh

BUENCS ATRES. ARG

This envelope approved by the U, S. Post Office Dept.,
for AIR Mar, ONLY, Use for other purposes not permitted.
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Departed Canton
28-Nov-1935

/
Oarlos Oppenheimer Esq.,
Caixa 1743,

.. FRODUCTS EXFORT #B.
. P. O, BOX 52 ‘

CANTORN,

Arrived Sao Paulo
23-Dec-1935
26 Days Transit Time

Te
v




The Rest of the Story

e June 15t 1935 — Bathurst renews the DLH licenses

& landing authorities for 12 months
*|dentical renewals in 1936-1939

* August 25, 1939 — Germany orders DLH’s

equipment home



Last Flight North

August 20, 1939
Natal / Recalled / Natal / Ostmark (at Bolama) / Las Palmas...

Fiijln:
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Last Connection South
August 25, 1939

Garmish-Partenkirchen / Sao Paulo

Diite 30 Putool |

Garmiseh-
R Partenkirchen 2 {Par Avion: Frm-Amériquo du Sud.
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ab: fa/
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Surface Mail — Delivery Failed
August 23, 1939

Bathurst / Germany

NO SERVICE / RETURN TO SENDER

il :
Joser/ Ttansi
MUN CHEN
BRHNPOSTLA GE RN )
GARMuN Y

=
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Resumption of DLH Flights
July 14, 1940

“Persistent rumours for last several days that a
delegation consisting of two or more Germans
and Italians would arrive or may have already
arrived by Air at Dakar object to reopen Air
Mail Service with South America by Luft
Hanse Line.”

No such representatives appeared

DLH European / South American service was permanently =i

ended



How Postal Agreements
Develop:

The British-German Collaboration
on Deutsche Lufthansa’s Routes to South America

Thank You For Your Attention!

Gary Wayne Loew
Gary@PhilatelicResearch.org



